AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 8, 2015

SENATE BILL No. 497

Introduced by Senator Vidak

February 26, 2015

An act to add Section 41857 to the Education Code, relating to pupil
transportation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 497, as amended, Vidak. Pupil transportation: data.

Existing law authorizes the governing board of any school district to
provide for the transportation of pupils to and from school whenever,
in the judgment of the governing board of the school district, the
transportation is advisable and good reasons for it exist. Existing law
further authorizes the governing board of any school district to contract
with the county superintendent of schools to provide necessary
transportation services.

This bill would, commencing with data for the 201415 fiscal year,
and for each fiscal year thereafter, require the State Department of
Education to-eeHeet request specified pupil transportation data from
each school district, charter school, county office of education, joint
powers authority, and regional occupational center or program that
provides pupil transportation. The bill would require the department to
post the data received on its Internet Web site, and would require the
datato be separated between home-to-school transportation and special
education transportati on.Fethe extentthishitweouldimpese additional
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 41857 is added to the Education Code,
to read:

41857. (@) Commencingwith datafor the 2014-15 fiscal year,
and for each fiscal year thereafter, the department shall-eeHect
request pupil transportation datafrom each school district, charter
school, county office of education, joint powers authority, and
regional occupational center or program that provides pupil
transportation. The provision of the transportation data to the
department shall be voluntary on the part of these entities.

(b) ThedataesHeeted requested shall include, but isnot limited
to, totalsfrom each entity for all of the following: revenue received
for transportation purposes, number of buses, ridership of al pupils,
ridership of pupilswith an individualized educati onpregram-H=R);
program, ridership of pupils who are eligible for free or
reduced-price meals, number of milesdriven, approved costs, cost
per mile, and cost per pupil.

(©) (1) The department shall annually post the data-eeHected
received on its Internet Web site.

(2) The data posted on the department’s Internet Web site shall
also include the statewide average cost per mile and the statewide
average cost per pupil.

(3) The data posted on the department’s Internet Web site shall
be separated between home-to-school transportation and special
education transportation, as those terms are defined in Section
41850.
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